Methodology of Social Sciences and Humanities

Vol.24, No. 94 Spring 2018,
Quarterly

ISSN:1608-7070
Method.rihu.ac.ir

Validation and Quality Assessment in QUAN, QUAL, and Mixed

Method Research

Morteza Akbari (Assistant professor at Faculty of Entrepreneurship in University of Tehran Email: mortezaakbari@ut.ac.ir)

ARTICLE INFO

Article history

Received: 17 November 2017
Revised: 9 January 2018
Accepted: 28 January 2018
Published online: 21 March 2018

Key words: validity,
trustworthiness, validating,
inference quality, MMR

ABSTRACT

The science world continuously experiences sharp changes in a high speed.
In a way that in all areas such as research methods these changes are
obvious. Nevertheless, if concepts such as validity and reliability in
Methodology, at the time of Positivism have been used with distinct and
general rules, in post positivism period in which much more attention have
been paid to qualitative research; these principles have lost their
Universality.in addition, in mixed method research (MMR) it became an
inconsistency. Assessment about Fidelity/ Adequacy of research process
and the final output in QUAN, QUAI and MMR requires quite different
evaluation criteria. Qualitative researchers reject the criteria used by
quantitative researchers when evaluating their work; those criteria include
validity, reliability and generalizability, and qualitative researcher defined
alternative criteria that is in accordance with research aims. On the other
hand, the mixed researchers didn’t ratify both groups of criteria and
established new standards and propose new criteria based on their own
view. This article briefly explores the validity criteria from qualitative and
quantitative researchers’ point of view and MMR.
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. Population Validity, Ecological Validity, Temporal Validity.

. Population Validity, Researcher Bias, Specificity of Variables, Matching Bias, Mis-Specification Error.
. Multiple-Treatment Interference.

. Reactive Arrangements.

. Order Bias.

. Treatment Diffusion.

. Pretest x Treatment Interaction.

. Selection x Treatment Interaction.

. Effect Size, Confirmation Bias, Statistical Regression, Distorted Graphics, Illusory Correlation, Crud Factor, Positive Manifold,
Causal Error.

10. Restricted Range.
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3. Design Quality.
4. Interpretive Rigor.
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6. Interpretive Consistency.
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