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Extended Abstract

The concept of hegemony and post-hegemony in the sciences is directly socially recognized and activities
are defined according to the field and national context. Hegemony refers to a situation in which a temporary
coalition of some social groups becomes the total social authority over other groups. Gramsci believes that
the leading theory in this field is that the ruling groups must consider the cause to achieve a logical
equilibrium. Lash is also an important researcher in the field of post-hegemony and has changed the
description of power that challenges the concept of hegemony. In this article, the views of Gramsci and Lash
are compared in terms of historical background, theoretical views, the nature of power, cultural dynamics,
and mechanisms of domination with the method of comparing library documents and other types of
documents. Modern developments have affected the foundations of power and hegemony and have become
thecauses of emergence of dynamics that have emerged from hegemony and post-hegemony. Hegemony is
the dominance of class ideologies at the borders. At the same time, post-hegemony is the fluidity of power
relations and the role of active individuals and communities in resistance and creativity.

1. Introduction

Hegemony is a concept that is widely recognized and used in the social and human sciences, with different
and sometimes contradictory interpretations depending on the field and national context. At the beginning of
the 21st century, the relevance and coherence of the concept of hegemony was examined. Various theories of
"post-hegemony” have emerged that attempt to provide a realistic political analysis that hegemony once
offered. The most important theorist in the field of post-hegemony is Scott Lash. Lash believes that
hegemony often works through "symbolic order”. This presupposes a high degree of domination by the
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unconscious. The purpose of this article is to provide a general assessment of "Hegemony as seen by Antonio
Gramsci, especially from the book (Prison Notebooks)" and "Post-hegemony as seen by Scott Lash,
especially In the article (Power after Hegemony).

2. Literature Review

2.1. Antonio Gramsci

Gramsci, like many theorists of his time, tried to correct the Marxist rules. He believed that culture has
relative independence and that the development of thoughts and ideas or intellectual superstructures can
simultaneously change both the mode of production and the intellectual superstructures of society. This
happens through the forces of government. The ruling class can secure consensus on its power through
ideological means. According to Gramsci, this is necessary for the hegemony of civil society and he sets it
against the repressive government. Gramsci refers to the hegemonic means of television channels, the family,
schools, churches, newspapers, etc., which connect people to the ruling power instead of oppressing them.
According to him, oppression and domination belong to the government, but hegemony is specific to civil
society. (Anderson 1976:53).

2.2. Scott Lash

The post-hegemony in Lash's theories emphasizes the decentralized and dispersed nature of contemporary
society. It challenges traditional concepts of power and control and moves beyond the idea of a dominant
hegemony to show how cultural, social, and economic forces operate in fluid ways. Lash's work focuses on
the rise of information technologies and their impact on social structures, highlighting the shift from stable
hierarchies to dynamic, self-organizing systems. In the post-hegemonic era, the concept is immediate and
values and realities are presented to us as raw sensory data. Post-hegemony is better understood under the
term "communication”. Finally, the positivism of the age of hegemony gives way to post-hegemonic
empiricism. (Scott Lash: 2007)

3. Methodology

The method of the present study is studying the documents that were used to collect data from various
databases. Recent books and articles, reference works, and articles written by theorists were used to collect
accurate and unambiguous data.

4. Discussion and Results

Gramsci developed the concept of hegemony based on the role of culture and ideology in maintaining the
ruling class’s power. Hegemony is exercised through consent rather than coercion, and cultural institutions
and media play an important role in this regard. Subordinate groups can challenge power structures through
cultural and social resistance.
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About the fragmentation and decentralization of power in contemporary society, Lash has proposed the
concept of post-hegemony. In post-hegemony, power is distributed across different places and networks,
digital media and globalization play an important role, and different actors control and compete for power.

5. Conclusion

Despite their similarities, Gramsci's and Lash's theories on power and hegemony have important differences.
Gramsci, a Marxist philosopher, proposes the concept of hegemony, according to which the ruling class
maintains its ideological power through cultural institutions and the media. He points to the role of
centralized institutions and the influence of ruling class ideologies in social control.

Lash introduces the concept of post-hegemony, which deals with the dynamics of power in the digital age.
He argues that power in contemporary societies is dispersed and fluid, exercised through networks and
digital platforms. These developments offer new spaces for resistance and creativity and challenge the
dominant ideology or ruling class.

To summarize, the comparison between Gramsci's hegemony and Lash's post-hegemony shows important
changes in the way power is distributed and exercised. Gramsci emphasizes control by centralized
institutions, while Lash emphasizes the dispersion of power and the active role of individuals and
communities in the digital age. Post-hegemony offers new insights into the challenges and opportunities of
social change in the face of decentralization and greater individual agency.

Keywords: Hegemony, Post-hegemony, Antonio Gramsci, Scott Lash, Theoretical comparison.
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